water was holy. Certain psalrns were said or sung (they
were the g6th and the four last in the psalter) during this
part of the ceremony and while the officiating Priest pre-
pared the water in the second vessel: this he did by sprink-
ling salt in it, and putting holy oil upon it, either with his
thumb, or with a stick; if the thumb were used, it was to be
cleaned immediately by rubbing it well with salt over the
same water. Then he dipt another clean cloth in this oiled
and salted water, and again washed the bell within and with-
out: after the service the cloths were burnt lest they should
be profaned by other uses. The bell was then authentically
named. Then it was anointed with chrism in the form of a
cross four times on the broadest part of the outside, thrice on
the smaller part, and four times on the inside, those parts
being anointed with most care against which the clapper was
to strike. After this the name was again given. Myrrh
and frankincense were then brought, the bell was incensed
while part of a psalm was recited, and the bell was authen-
tically named a third time; after which the priest carefully
wiped the chrism from the bell with tow, and the tow was
immediately burnt in the censer. Next the Priest struck
each bell thrice with its clapper, and named it again at every
stroke; every one of the assistants in like manner struck it
and named it once. The bells were then carefully covered
each with a cloth and immediately hoisted that they might
not be contaminated by any irreverent touch. The Priest
concluded by explaining to the congregation, if he thought
proper, the reason for this ceremony of christening the
bells, which was that they might act as preservatives
against thunder and lightning, and hail and wind, and
storms of every kind, and moreover that they might drive
away evil Spirits. To these and their other virtues the
Bishop of Chalons alluded in his late truly Gallican and
Roman Catholic discourse. 'The Bells,5 said he, 'placed
like sentinels on the towers, watch over us and turn away
from us the temptations of the enemy of our salvation, as
well as storms and tempests. They speak and pray for us
in our troubles; they inform heaven of the necessities of the
earth.'
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